
Types Of Discipline- Church, Pt. IX 

Source: Jay E. Adams,  
Handbook of Church Discipline, p. 27  
  

Here is a pictorial presentation of the process  
of discipline laid out in Mt 18:15-17 which 
reads as follows: 
15

 "If your brother sins against you, go and tell him his  
fault, between you and him alone. If he listens to you,  
you have gained your brother. 

16
 But if he does not  

listen, take one or two others along with you, that every 
 charge may be established by the evidence of two or  
three witnesses. 

17
 If he refuses to listen to them, tell it  

to the church. And if he  refuses to listen even to the  
church, let him be to you as a Gentile and a tax collector. 
  

 
The sinning brother or sister (hereafter brother) has appeared before the elders in their 
representative capacity of the entire church and has been given a reasonable amount of 
time to consider his standing with the church, confess his sin and be reconciled to his 
offended brother or sister.  During this time, the Lord's Supper, one of the ordinary 
means of grace - the other one being the Word of God, that is the proclamation of the 
gospel of Jesus Christ-  the Lord has granted the church for the growth of his covenant 
people,  has been withheld from him.  The elders have also properly and prudently 
informed the congregation of the matter and have admonished them to be prayerful, 
patient, loving, wise, and so on, towards the sinning brother with whom they are to 
plead for his repentance.  This matter, the elders, also called the Session, stated is a 
"family affair" that must not be discussed with outsiders.   
 This is a time of great uncertainty for the entire congregation.  It is a time 
requiring much fasting and prayer for the brother, for the elders and for the congregation 
as a whole.  It is a time during which the soul of the sinning brother is held in the 
balance between salvation and apostasy.  All members of the church are to be very 
concerned for his spiritual health and for his need to be "gained" as a brother.  If, at the 
next meeting, he confesses and repents, then he is to be forgiven and restored to those  
he has offended.  However, if he refuses then he is to be to regarded and treated "as a 
Gentile and tax collector."   We are now at stage five in the above diagram. 
 The terms Gentile and tax collector  reflect the severity of the entire matter.  
They indicate that the wayward person (note that I did not say brother) is no longer to 
be regarded as "one of us," that is, as a member of the church, more pointedly, as a 
Christian.  He is to be excommunicated or disfellowshipped from the church.  At this 
point we need to emphasize that the particular sin for which he is being removed 
from the church’s membership is not the original sin committed against his 
former brother; it is the sin of contumacy by which is meant a hardening of the 
heart that is reflected in continuing impenitence and an unyielding  
stubbornness.  Thus, the ruling of the elders is that, for this sin that exceeds all others 
with regard to gravity,  he has lost the right and privilege of being a member and is to be 
regarded as an unbeliever.   
 
  


